
Summer Reading Tips
Read aloud together with your child every day.
Make it fun by reading outdoors—on the front steps, patio, at the beach or park. Also, let your children read to you. For younger children, be sure to practice letter-sound correspondence, do lots of rhyming and clapping out syllables, and explore the relationships between oral language and print.

Set a good example!
Keep lots of reading material around the house. Turn off the TV and have family reading time (including YOU!)

Let kids choose what they want to read.
Every so often, read the same book your child is reading and discuss it.

Buy books on tape or check them out at the library.
This can be especially helpful for a child with a learning disability. Listen to these recordings in 	the car, or turn off the TV and have the family listen to them together at home.

As you go through the day...
Cooking, gardening, grocery shopping, playing games—utilize this time as an opportunity to engage in verbal word play, vocabulary building, recognizing new and familiar words or attaching meaning to words and sentences.
Take your children to the library regularly.

Most libraries sponsor summer reading clubs with easy-to-reach goals for pre-school and school-age children. 

Check the library calendar for special summer reading activities and events. Libraries also provide age appropriate lists for summer reading.

Subscribe, in your child's name, to magazines.
Some magazines you can subscribe to are Sports Illustrated for Kids, Highlights for Children, or National Geographic World. Encourage older children to read the newspaper and current events magazines as a way of keeping up the reading habit over the summer and enhancing a growing vocabulary. Ask them what they think about what they've read, and listen to what they say.

Ease disappointment over summer separation from a favorite school friend by encouraging them to become pen pals. Present both children with postcards or envelopes that are already addressed and stamped. If both children have access to the Internet, email or instant messaging are other options.

Trips can be a fun way to encourage reading.
Ask your children to read traffic signs and billboards aloud. Show them how to read a map, and once you are on the road, let them take turns being the navigator.

Encourage children to keep a summer scrapbook.
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