Jettie S. Tisdale 

Gr. 7 & 8 Homework Policy

Statement of Purpose
The purposes of this policy are as follows:

· to provide specific guidelines on homework for teachers, parents, and students

· to help promote and foster positive attitudes/experiences about homework

· to help new teachers/parents/students adjust to homework practices of this school

· to help increase the level of communication between home and school, especially as it relates to homework assignments

Purpose of Homework

     There are several purposes for homework.  At Tisdale School, homework is used to help students understand and review the work that has been covered in class, to see whether students understand the lesson, and to help students learn how to find and use more information on a subject.  Homework can also serve as a communication link between school and home that shows what children are studying.  

     Schools in which homework is routinely assigned and graded tend to have higher achieving students.    Homework should be necessary and useful, appropriate to the ability and maturity level of students, well explained and motivational, and clearly understood by students and parents.  Homework should be tied to the current subject matter, assigned in amounts and levels of difficulty which students can complete successfully, and should be checked quickly, with feedback to students.

     Tisdale School is eager to provide the best possible educational opportunities for all our students.  These include physical facilities, professional and supportive staff, learning materials and other resources.  Only about seven hours per day of a pupil’s time is under the control of the schools.  Therefore, parents and the public share the responsibility for educating children in all aspects of life.  Homework, along with sports, special programs, and other activities is an important link in a total educational program.

Definition of Homework

     Homework is defined as tasks assigned to students by school teachers that are intended to be carried out during non-school hours if not completed during class time. Generally homework can include long-term projects, research papers, tests, etc as long as they are communicated clearly in the daily planners. Most homework should be assigned Monday through Thursday with limited amounts specifically assigned for the weekend.
Types of Homework


There are four types of commonly assigned homework, each having a different intended outcome as shown below.
	Type
	Definition
	Intended Outcome
	Application

	Completion
	Any work assigned during the school day not completed in class
	Helps students keep up to date with the classroom program
	The classroom program should be differentiated if a student has completion homework on a regular basis

	Practice
	Any work that reviews and reinforces skills and concepts taught in class
	Helps students practice newly acquired skills to develop fluency
	To be effective, practice homework requires students to already be able to independently perform the skills required.

	Preparation
	Any work that prepares students for upcoming lessons or classes
	Encourages students to acquire background information or to bring their prior knowledge and experiences to upcoming units of study
	 

 

	Extension
	Any work that explores and refines learning in new contexts or integrates  and expands on classroom learning
	Encourages students to problem solve, think creatively and think critically
	To be effective, extension homework does not require a student to learn curriculum content independently.  Instead, students deepen understanding and relate learning to the real world.


Responsibility of the Student

It is the responsibility of the student to:

A. Expect to spend up to 20 minutes per subject for 7th grade, increasing to 30 minutes per night as students move toward their 8th grade year.  The amount of homework will vary some depending on content.    

B. Record assignments in student assignment book and take them home daily for communication.

C. Clarify with the teacher any instructions not understood.

D. Turn in homework on the due date.

E. Complete homework in proper form, clearly identified with name and class, legibly written or typed, and grammatically correct.

F. Arrange a proper study area, either at home or in school, and manage time to accomplish homework assignments.

G. Establish a regular weekly study schedule that is relatively free from distraction (television, telephone calls, etc.)

H. For preplanned absences (family vacations, school activities, sports, etc.) students should approach the teacher prior to the absence for assignments so work is completed upon their return.

Responsibility of the Parent

It is the responsibility of the parent to:

A. Make homework a daily activity.

B. Assume your student will have studying to do every night.

C. Set up a comfortable location for doing homework.  This does not have to be a “special” room, but should have good lighting and be free of distractions.  Allow your student(s) to study in the way each of them learns best.

D. Make sure your student has the necessary supplies.

E. Work with your student’s outside activity schedule and preferences when setting up a regular homework time.

F. Help your student get organized.  One way is by regularly checking their agenda.

G. Ensure that your student knows each teacher’s homework policy.

H. Show interest in your student’s schoolwork and discuss what your student is learning. 
I. Parents should take an active part in the supervision of the student completing the assignment. Parents are not to do the child’s work.
J. Watch for signs of failure or frustration.

K. Discuss with your student and then, if necessary, contact the teacher to clear up any misunderstandings, troubleshoot problems, discuss time management and be informed about your student’s learning progress.

L. Check progress on homework through PowerSchool. 

M. Coordinate homework efforts with the teacher in special cases.

N. Sign homework planner every night.

Responsibility of the Teacher

It is the responsibility of the teacher to:

A. Notebooks should be used to record daily homework tasks.

B. State clearly the purpose of the assignment.

C. Explain how the assignment is related to the topic under study.

D. Ensure that the child has the skills to complete the homework assignment by providing demonstration of skills during guided practice in the classroom.

E. Explain how the assignment might best be carried out.

F. Explain what the student needs to do to demonstrate the assignment has been completed.

G. Provide specific written explanation of long-range assignments so that the requirements and expectations are clearly understood by the students and their parents.

H. Review the assignment before giving it to students and anticipate difficulties.

I. Define “late” for assignments and consequences for lateness, and clearly communicate both to students.  Repeat periodically.

J. Have students write down assignments or hand out written assignments rather than relying only on communicating assignments orally.

K. Avoid routine assignments over holiday and vacation time.

L. Give special consideration to limiting weekend assignments (review, voluntary projects, or make-up work).

M. Provide feedback in a timely manner.

N. Use results of homework to plan future instructional activities.

O. Include homework as part of the student’s overall grade.

Late Work Policy

Homework is defined as tasks assigned to students by school teachers that are intended to be carried out during non-school hours if not completed during class time.  Generally speaking, these assignments are routine in nature.  For the purposes of this policy, homework does not include long-term projects, research papers, tests, etc.

A. Homework turned in complete, according to expectations, and on time will be eligible for full credit.

B. Homework turned in not according to communicated expectations will not be accepted.

C. 7th grade - Students turning in homework after the original due date will receive 25% credit for late work (according to expectations) until the end of the quarter.
D. 8th grade - Students turning in homework after the original due date will receive 50% credit for late work.  Due date for homework is the day of the assessment completing the unit.

E. Courses that vary from this policy must have prior administrative approval and notification of the alternative policy must be given to the student and parents in writing during the first few days of class.
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