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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES BUILDING READING DEPARTMENT
948 Main Street — 5t Floor
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06604
Telephone (203) 275-1374 Fax (203) 337-2520

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Summer is a time for students to celebrate the completion of a successful school year, and continue to enjoy
reading by choosing books that are of interest to them.

This packet has been developed to assist you in continuing to enhance your child’s literacy experiences
during the summer months. As your child reads through the summer he/she will build new vocabulary as they
improve their ability to read fluently and with comprehension. This packet includes:

Summer Reading Lists with Genre Key that are grade level appropriate;
Reading logs for recording the books that your child has read;

Sight word vocabulary practice;

Story Maps

CMT practice activities

* & 6 O o

This summer packet is not intended to be done during one sitting, but spread throughout the summer months.
Set a aside a time each day, or a few days a week, when your child will read a book from the list or at least
twenty minutes a day.

Please take your child to the public library where there is a special section of books specifically for
Bridgeport Public School students. The librarians will assist your child in choosing appropriate books to read.
You may even find a book that you would love to read! Then encourage your child to complete one of the
response activities.

The completed packet should be returned to school in August. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact the Reading Department at 275-1374. We wish you a safe and relaxing summer!

Sincerely,
The Bridgeport Public Schools Reading Department
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These books are available at the Bridgeport Public Libraries. Please ask the
librarian for the location.

Authors Book Titles Genre
Byars, Betsy The Moon and 1 Nonfiction
Creech, Sharon Chasing Redbird Realistic
Fiction
Creech, Sharon Walk Two Moons Multicultural
Fritz, Jean Homesick: My Own Story Nonfiction
Fritz, Jean Why Don’t You Get a Horse Nonfiction
Sam Adams?
Hest, Amy The Private Notebooks of Katie Diary
Roberts
Konigsburg, E.L. The View From Saturday Fiction
Lewis, C.S. Prince Caspian Fantasy
Lewis, C.S. The Voyage of the Dawn Fantasy
Treader
Lowry, Lois Anastasia, Absolutely Fiction
Lowry, Lois Anastasia Has the Answers Fiction
McKissack Patricia and Black Diamond: The Story of Nofiction
Fredrick The Negro Baseball Leagues
Micucci, Charles The Life and Times Of The Nonfiction
Peanut
Park, Barbara Mick Harte Was Here Death and
Grieving
Paulsen, Gary My Life in Dog Years Nonfiction
Romanek, Tridee Achoo! The Most Interesting Nonfiction
Book You’ll Even Read About
Germs
Solheim, James It’s Disgusting and We Ate It Nonfiction
Soto, Gary Nonfiction
A Summer Life
Yarbrough, Camille The Shimmershine Queens Fiction
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GRADE 5

BALLIETT CHASING VERMEER
WRIGHT 3
THE CALDER GAME

COOPER THE BOGGART

CURTIS BUD, NOT BUDDY
THE WATSON’S GO TO BIRMINGHAM 1963

DHAMI BINDI BABES
DICAMILLO BECAUSE OF WINN DIXIE
KLISE REGARDING THE SINK: WHERE, OH WHERE,

DID WATERS GO?

MYERS DARNELL ROCK REPORTING

NAPOLI NORTH

PARK PROJECT MULBERRY

RITTER THE BOY WHO SAVED BASEBALL
RYAN ESPERANZA RISING

SEIDLER BRAINBOY AND THE DEATH MASTER

SOTO TAKING SIDES
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Note: The following books are only suggestions. Please feel free to add any books that are appropriate for your reader. The staff in the
children’ area of the public library will also have many wonderful suggestions for you.

Research has shown that the single greatest factor in predicting reading success is whether a child is
read to when young. Here are some titles to get you started! Please note that the reading level of the
books suggested varies. If your child is already reading, have him or her read a page of the book aloud
to you to see if it is a good fit. If they struggle with more than a few words on the page, it is probably
too difficult, but the book would still be a great book to read aloud to your child.

Great Reads

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by
E. L. Konigsberg

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup by Sharon Creech

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

Holes by Louis Sachar

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli

Mick Harte Was Here by Barbara Park

Wringer by Jerry Spinelli

Mystery and Adventure

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi (Challeng-
ing independent read)

Newbery Medal and Honor Books

Afternoon of the Elves by Janet Taylor Lisle
Catherine, Called Birdy by Karen Cushman

Dragon’s Gate by Laurence Yep (Challenging indepen-
dent read)

The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer

Homesick, My Own Story by Jean Fritz

Missing May by Cynthia Rylant

The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis

Historical Fiction

¢ Black Stallion by Walter Farley (Challenging independent

read)

¢ Bull Run by Paul Fleischman

* Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World
War Two by Joseph Bruchac

* Sarah Bishop by Scott O'Dell

Fantasy and Science Fiction

* The BFG by Roald Dahl

» Harry Potter by J. K. Rowling

* The High King by Lloyd Alexander (Very challenging
independent read)

* The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis

* Lizard Music by Daniel Pinkwater

* Redwall by Brian Jacques (Challenging independent
read)

*» A Swiftly Tilting Planet by Madeleine LEngle

Humorous Stories

» Freaky Friday by Mary Rodgers
* Matilda by Roald Dahl

» Skinnybones by Barbara Park

Enjoy!
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American Girl (ages 8-11)
Appleseeds (ages 8-11)

Boy’s Life (ages 11 and up)
Cobblestone (ages 9-14)
Cousteau Kids (ages 8-12)
Cricket (ages 9-14)

Faces (ages 9-14)

Hopscotch for Girls (ages 6-12)
Humpty Dumpty (ages 4-6)
National Geographic World/Kids (ages 6-14)
New Moon (for girls ages 8-14)
Ranger Rick (ages 6-12)

Sports Illustrated for Kids (ages 8 & up)
Your Big Backyard (ages 3-7)




[image: image7.png]Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Start Start Start Start Start Start Total Pages
Page Page Page Page Page Page Start

- Page
End End End End End End
Page. | Page ~ (Page | Page | Page Page End

Page .
Total | Total | Total | Total | Total Total Initials
Total

Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Start Start Start Start Start Start Start Total Pages
Page | Page Page Page Page Page Page :
End End End End End End End
Page Page Page. | Page Page Page Page
Total_ | Total ____ | Total Total Total Total Total | Initials
Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Start Start Start Start Start Start Start Total Pages
Page Page Page Page Page Page Page
End End End End End End End
Page | Page | Page | Page | Page Page Page
Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Initials
Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Start Start Start Start Start Start Start Total Pages
Page Page Page Page Page Page Page
End End End End End End End
Page | Page Page | Page | Page Page Page
Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Initials

MONTH:





[image: image8.png]Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Start Start Start Start Start Start Total Pages
Page Page Page Page Page Page Start

- Page
End End End End End End
Page. | Page ~ (Page | Page | Page Page End

Page .
Total | Total | Total | Total | Total Total Initials
Total

Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Start Start Start Start Start Start Start Total Pages
Page | Page Page Page Page Page Page :
End End End End End End End
Page Page Page. | Page Page Page Page
Total_ | Total ____ | Total Total Total Total Total | Initials
Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Start Start Start Start Start Start Start Total Pages
Page Page Page Page Page Page Page
End End End End End End End
Page | Page | Page | Page | Page Page Page
Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Initials
Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Start Start Start Start Start Start Start Total Pages
Page Page Page Page Page Page Page
End End End End End End End
Page | Page Page | Page | Page Page Page
Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Initials

MONTH:





[image: image9.png]Title

Narrative Story Map
Author

The Setting
Characters:

Place:

Script- What would you expect to find there?

Initiating Event

—

Reaction/Feeling

®)

——> || The Plan

Action/Attempts
> First
> Next
> Then
> Finally

Consequence/Resolution

Adapted from map by Lornaldol ~ Haskins Literacy Initiative 200





[image: image10.png]Title

Narrative Story Map
Author

The Setting
Characters:

Place:

Script- What would you expect to find there?

Initiating Event

—

Reaction/Feeling

®)

——> || The Plan

Action/Attempts
> First
> Next
> Then
> Finally

Consequence/Resolution

Adapted from map by Lornaldol ~ Haskins Literacy Initiative 200





[image: image11.png](A4, B1, D1, D2) Form 5D

It is quite an accomplishment to go from being unable
to walk, to becoming an Olympic athlete. Read the
story to learn how Wilma Rudolph became known as
“America’s fastest woman.”

Running Like the Wind

1. How does that feel?” asked Wilma’s sister, gently
rubbing Wilma'’s calf.

2. “Good!” Wilma answered. "It feels as if my leg is
really getting better.”

3. Even though she was only five, Wilma Rudolph
spent her days confined to a bed or a chair.
Pneumonia and scarlet fever a year earlier had
robbed her of the use of her left leg. But her
spirits remained high.

4. Her mother took her to the clinic in Nashville every
week for heat and water therapy to build up the
muscles in her leg. Wilma never complained. “It
didn’t make her cross,” her mother said. “The
other children came and played with her while she
sat in her chair. Wilma felt confident that she
would get well one day. She amazed her friends
with her cheerful outlook. But she couldn’t wait for
the day when she could race her brothers and
sisters. She loved to run like the wind.

5. Two years after her illness, Wilma was able to walk
again. At first, she had to wear special shoes. But
soon she could play and climb trees as if she had
never been ill. She could run races and play
basketball as well as any of her friends.

6.

10.

When she reached high school, Wilma joined the
basketball team at her school in Clarksville,
Tennessee. She was six feet tall at age fifteen.
Her long legs carried her swiftly around the
basketball court. Her speed and agility caught the
attention of Ed Temple, a coach from Tennessee A
& I State University. He suggested that she try
track and field.

Wilma’s career as a runner took off quickly. The
following year, when she was just sixteen, Wilma
traveled to Melbourne, Australia. There she
participated in the 1956 Olympic Games. She
returned home a bronze medal winner after helping
the U.S. women’s team run the 400-meter relay.

For Wilma, the first event of those 1960 Olympic
Games was the 100-meter dash. As she pressed
her foot into the starting block, she tried to relax
and remember all she had learned. She
concentrated on running fast and reaching the
finish line as quickly as she could. To the cheers of
the crowd, she broke the ribbon at the finish line
three yards ahead of anyone else.

Wilma stood proudly as she received her gold
medal. She listened to the “Star-Spangled Banner”
playing for her country, the United States of
America. She didn’t know that she was about to
become the first woman from the United States to
win three gold medals in Olympic track-and-field
events. By the end of the games, Wilma had won
gold medals for the 100-meter dash, the 200-meter
dash, and the 400-meter relay.

The same cheerful attitude that Wilma had when
she was five years old won the hearts of people
everywhere. The French and Italians admired her
talent and determination. People the world over,
especially her fellow Americans, loved the woman
who could run like the wind.

GO ON
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(B1 Structure)

Running Like the Wind

1. Paragraph 13 contains

(D1 Author's Craft)

A.

B.
C.
D

a definition
an argument
a conversation
an opinion

2. In paragraph 4, the author uses the phrase, “She loved to run like the wind” to demonstrate that:

(D2 Extension)

A.

B.
C.
D

Wilma liked to race against her brothers and sisters.
Wilma liked to run fast.

Wilma liked to run on windy days.

Wilma had a strong imagination.

3. Imagine that you are going to give a talk to your class about Wilma Rudolph. What information would be
IMPORTANT to emphasize? Wilma Rudolph

B.
C.
D

(B1 Structure)

A.

was a great female Olympic track athlete

had a cheerful outlook

fought pneumonia and scarlet fever as a child
all of the above

4. The ideas in this article are arranged to show:

A.

B.
C.
D

a list of details

a main idea with supporting details
how two things are alike

the order in which things happened

GO ON
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(D1 Author’s Craft)

5. Asimile is a comparison of unlike things using “like” or “as.” Find similes from Paragraphs 4 and 10 and
explain why the author used the similes.

(D2 Extension)

6. Use the information in the story to explain why Wilma Rudolph’s early years were important to her
success as an Olympic athlete.

GO ON
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Have you ever seen quicksand? Do you know where it 2. Stories and films picture quicksand as more of a

comes from? Read on. villain than it actually is. People don't really step

Quicksand

1. It sucks up its victims like a huge hungry monster.

It moves on its own, yetitis not alive. What is it?
The answer to the riddle is quicksand. The word
quick is an old-fashioned way of saying “alive and
moving.” Quicksand is a deep mass of sand that
shifts and moves, seeming to come alive. Why does
the sand behave this way? Because water flowing
through it forces the individual grains apart,
preventing the grains from settling. Any sandy
ground can become “quick” if it has an underground
water source. The water may come from a hidden
spring. Sometimes it seeps under the sand along
streams or on seacoasts. The water naturally tries
to rise. But the thick layer of sand does not allow
that to happen. Eventually the sand loses its
firmness. When forced to support weight, it
“quickens” or makes people or things sink into it.

into quicksand, become totally stuck, and then
instantly disappear into a vast, sucking pit. Still, it is
important to use caution around quicksand -
especially near sources of water. When you are
hiking in a boggy area, carry a long stick. Test the
ground ahead. When a stick hits quicksand, the
ground will actually make little waves.

. What should you do if you find yourself in

quicksand? Most importantly, stay calm. Lie back
and stretch out your arms. In this position, your
body will float on the sand. Because quicksand is
denser than water, you will be able to float easily.
Slowly “swim” through the sand toward solid
ground. If you try to pull a limb out of quicksand
you have to work against the vacuum left behind.
This sucking force does not easily let go. Each
motion you make should be slow and easy.

. A person is usually able to escape quicksand. It

can, however, be a bigger danger to large, heavy
objects. In the 1800s, a Kansas Pacific Railroad
train jumped the tracks and plunged into a soggy
creek bed. A recent flood had “quickened” the soil.
The engine sank and was never found!

GO ON
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Quicksand

(A4 Prediction)
If the author added another paragraph to the end of the story, it would most likely be about

people swimming in quicksand
B. a description of hiking with a long stick
C. a listing of films that include quicksand scenes
D. a description of other things that have sunk into quicksand

(B1 Structure)

B. persuades the reader never to get into quicksand
C. is an explanation of swimming in quicksand
D

8. Paragraph 3
A. describes the sucking sound made when you pull yourself out of quicksand
is an explanation of what you should do if you get caught in quicksand

(D2 Extension)

9. Imagine that you are going to give a talk to your class about quicksand. Using information from the
passage, write two important ideas that you would use in your speech.

GO ON
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(D3 Beliefs)

10. Write a brief paragraph explaining why the author chose to write about quicksand. Use information
from the passage to help you answer the question.
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Directions: Can you read the words? Circle < for Yes. Circle & for No.
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Directions: Can you read the words? Circle < for Yes. Circle & for No.
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Directions: Can you read the words? Circle = for Yes. Circle & for No.
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Directions: Can you read the words? Circle = for Yes. Circle & for No.
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Directions: Can you read the words? Circle < for Yes. Circle & for No.
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Directions: Can you read the words? Circle = for Yes. Circle < for No.
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Directions: Can you read the words? Circle = for Yes. Circle & for No.
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Fry Instant Words are high-frequency words occurring in reading. By practicing reading these phrases
containing these words, students can improve skills in both speed and accuracy. There are approximately 150
words on each page. An acceptable fluency level would be for the student to read each page (two columns) in
one minute. An untimed pre-test should be given to make sure students can read the phrases correctly before

emphasizing fluency.

Group 1 Group 2

1. the little boy 1. heisit

2. a good boy 2. lcan go

3. is about me 3. they are here
4. then you give 4. one by one

5. was to come 5. good and wet
6. old and new 6. came with me
7. what we know 7. about a dog

8. that old man 8. had a hat

9. in and out 9. if you come

10. not up here

10. some good candy

11. good for you

11. up and down

12. down at work

12. her green hat

13. with his cat

13. say and do

14. it was new

14. when they come

15. work on it

15. so I went

16. can come here

16. my little house

17. they will go

17.very good girl

18. are so long

18. all around

19. three of them

19. would you like

20, before this one

20. any good book

21. your little boy

21. have you been

22. as long as

22. we are out

23. but not me

23. here and there

24. be here again

24. from my mother

25. have been good

25. anice day
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Group 3 Group 4

|

1 to go home 1. whoamlI

2. seethedog 2. anold cat

3. then they went 3. 1in their car

"4. look at us 4. she had some

‘ 5. yes and po 5. anew school

6. play with him 6. he said it

7. by the house 7. did not go

| 8. he was going 8. a good boy
9. come to me 9. three little dogs
10. get the cat 10. up and down
11. in or out 11. go to work
12. one, two, three 12. put it out
13. to the man 13. we were there
14. a little dog 14. before you go
15. he has it 15. just one day

| 16. sit by them 16. about this long

17 how do you 17. hereit is

| 18. like the book 18. get the other
19. in our car 19. our old car
20. what do you 20. then take it
21. do you know 21. cat has been
22. make a book 22. again and again
23. which one is 23. would give him
24. this much is 24. day after day
25. about his frog 25. many of them
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Level 2
Group 5 Group 6
1. saw a cat 1. such a big box
2. at home again 2. where it was
3. assoonas 3. Tam not
4. stand on the 4. a great ball
5. inthe box 5. yesterday morning
6. upon a time 6. liveina
7. the first one 7. four of them
8. came up to 8. atlasta
9. atall girl 9. color the box
10. abig house 10. putting away her
11. find a rock 11. tall red hat
12. because it was 12. friend of the
13. made me mad 13. to look pretty
14. could I go 14. much to eat
15. in the book 15. want to say
16. look at that 16. one year old
17. is my mother 17. the white pine
18. run out of 18. got acup
19. at school today 19. wanted to play
20. with the people 20. found his dog
21. all last night 21. that was left
22. into my room 22. bring her home
23. began to say 23. men were there
24, 1 think that 24, as you wish
25. on the back 25. red and black
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Group 7 Group 8

1. may come to 1. dogran fast

2. heletus 2. five blue alls
3. was to use 3. read very well
4. these big chairs 4. over the hill

5. turn right at 5. such a treat

6. who were present 6. onthe way

7. we should leave 7. eat too much
8. her left hand 8. shall sing for
9. more people can 9. my own bed
10. why not make 10. most of all

11. be done better 11. sure am happy
12. it was under 12. saw a thing
13. while the rain 13. only for fun
14. should we do 14. near the dog
15. never would come 15. older than me
16. two books each 16. in the open
17. was the best 17. kind and good
18. at another time 18. must go now
19. it would seem 19. high in the
20, the pretty tree 20. far and near
21. was her name 21. both of you
22. verydearto 22. end of the

23. the tall oak 23. would go also
24, next to the 24. until we see
25. please come to 25. call me so
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Level 3
Group 9 Group 10
1. go ask her 1. the black hat
2. asmall free 2. inhis ear
3. ayellow box 3. write a letter
4. you may show 4. totryit
5. Mother goes home 5. as for myself
6. please clean this 6. can no longer
7. buy a present 7. those were clean
8. say thank you 8. hold on tight
9. they will sleep 9. full of water
10. open the letter 10. please carry it
11. jump the wall 11. eight little ducks
12. by my self 12. would you sing
13. go fly high 13. food was warm
14. please don’t run 14. sit on the
15. a fast race 15. the black dog
16. acold day 16. can you ride
17, must call today 17. hot and cold
18. does come back 18. grow the seed
19. apretty face 19. dono cut
20. little green box 20. seven people came
21. for everyone 21. the pretty woman
22. 1like brown 22. the funny monkey
23. your red coat 23. yesitis
24. six people ran 24. as he ate
25. gave a present 25. stop your car
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Group 11 Group 12

1. off his ship 1. start the fire

2. his sister went 2. ten little boys

3. my happy mother 3. was an order

4. once ] went 4. part was missing
5. hedidn’t go 5. the early bird

6. set the table 6. the fat cat

7. round and round 7. athird team

8. dress the baby 8. was the same

9. fail the test 9. were in love

10. wash the clothes 10. can you hear

11. car will start 11. yesterday he came
12. always ready to go 12. eyes are blue

13. anything to wear 13. door was open
14. around the yard 14. clothes are dry
15. close the door 15. though he went
16. the bedroom wall 16. at three o’clock
17. gave some money 17. second not last
18. turn the cormer 18. water is warm
19. might be late 19. the little town
20. hard, long trail 20. took off his

21. gotobed 21. pair of mittens
22. fine black line 22. now getting dark
23. along the way 23. want to keep

24, sat on the chair 24. head and neck
25. Thope you 25. warm the food





