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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES BUILDING READING DEPARTMENT
948 Main Street — 5t Floor
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06604
Telephone (203) 275-1374 Fax (203) 337-2520

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Summer is a time for students to celebrate the completion of a successful school year, and continue to enjoy
reading by choosing books that are of interest to them.

This packet has been developed to assist you in continuing to enhance your child’s literacy experiences
during the summer months. As your child reads through the summer he/she will build new vocabulary as they
improve their ability to read fluently and with comprehension. This packet includes:

Summer Reading Lists with Genre Key that are grade level appropriate;
Reading logs for recording the books that your child has read;

Sight word vocabulary practice;

Story Maps

CMT practice activities

* & 6 O o

This summer packet is not intended to be done during one sitting, but spread throughout the summer months.
Set a aside a time each day, or a few days a week, when your child will read a book from the list or at least
twenty minutes a day.

Please take your child to the public library where there is a special section of books specifically for
Bridgeport Public School students. The librarians will assist your child in choosing appropriate books to read.
You may even find a book that you would love to read! Then encourage your child to complete one of the
response activities.

The completed packet should be returned to school in August. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact the Reading Department at 275-1374. We wish you a safe and relaxing summer!

Sincerely,
The Bridgeport Public Schools Reading Department
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These books are available at the Bridgeport Public Libraries. Please ask the
librarian for the location.

Authors Book Titles Genre

Davis, Allen Save the Everglades! Nonfiction

Erickson, John R. The Original Adventures of Fiction
Hank the Cowdog

Ferris, Jeri Native American Doctor Biography

Fritz, Jean What the Big Idea, Ben Nonfiction
Franklin?

Paulsen, Gary The Island Fiction

Griffey, Harriet Volcanoes and other Natural Nonfiction
Disasters

Henry, Marguerite King of the Wind Fiction

Kehert, Peg Earthquake Terror Suspense

Mazer, Anne Ed. America Street: A Multicultural | Multicultural
Anthology of Stories

Montgomery, R.A. Trouble on Planet Earth Fiction

Mowat, Farley Owls in the Family Humor

Nixon, Joan Lowery Search for the Shadowman Suspense

Osborne, Mary Pope Twisters and other Terrible Nonfiction
Storms

Quattlebaum, Mary Jackson Jones and Mission Fiction
Greentop

Quattlebaum, Mary Jackson Jones and the Puddle of Fiction
Thorns

Richler, Mordecai Jacob Two-two Meets The Fiction
Hooded Fang

Sachar, Louis Sideway Stories From Wayside Humor
School

Skurzynski, Gloria and Ghost Horses Fiction

Alane Ferguson
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BRIDGEPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY
SUMMER READING LIST: 2009

GRADE 4

HOW TIA LOLA CAME TO VISIT STAY
WHO STOLE THE WIZARD OF OZ
Books about Fudge

MOLLY MOON Series

SAHARA SPECIAL

KNIGHT’S CASTLE
And other books in this series

MILLION DOLLAR GOAL
MILLION DOLLAR KICK
MILLION DOLLAR PUTT
MILLION DOLLAR SHOT
MILLION DOLLAR STRIKE
MISSY VIOLET AND ME
FELITA

SILVERWING

MADE YOU LOOK

TWELVE TRAVELERS, TWENTY HORSES

SAMMY KEYES Mysteries
HANK ZIPZER Series

LATOR, GATOR
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Note: The following books are only suggestions. Please feel free to add any books that are appropriate for your reader. The staff in the
children’s area of the public library will also have many wonderful suggestions for you.

Research has shown that the single greatest factor in predicting reading success is whether a child is
read to when young. Here are some titles to get you started! Please note that the reading level of the
books suggested varies. If your child is already reading, have him or her read a page of the book aloud
to you to see if it is a good fit. If they struggle with more than a few words on the page, it is probably
too dillicult, but the book would still be a great book to read aloud to your child.

School Stories

* 4B Goes Wild by Jamie Gilson

* Harriet, the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh

+ My Teacher Fried My Brains by Bruce Coville
 Ramona and Her Father by Beverley Cleary

* Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar

Mystery and Adventure Stories

* The Castle in the Attic by Elizabeth Winthrop (Challeng-
ing independent read)

* Culpepper’s Cannon by Gary Paulsen

« Encyclopedia Brown Gets His Man by Donald J. Sobol

* Julian, Secret Agent by Ann Cameron

Sports Stories

* Baseball Fever by Johanna Hurwitz

* Benjy the Football Hero by Jean Van Leeuwen
* Bobby Baseball by Robert Kimmel Smith

+ Dog on Third Base by Constance Hiser

* Gold Medal Rider by Bonnie Bryant

* Tall Man in the Pivot by Matt Christopher (There are
many other sports stories by this author.)

Historical Fiction

* The Courage of Sarah Noble by Alice Dalgleish

* The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes

* The Hundred Penny Box by Sharon Bell Mathis

« Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder

* The Well by Mildred D. Taylor (Challenging independent

read)

Fontagy and Seience Fiction

* Aliens Ate My Homework by Bruce Coville

» The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis
(Challenging independent read)

Series Books

» The Babysitter’s Club by Ann M. Martin

*» Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner
« Cam Jansen by David A. Adler

* Goosebumps by R. L. Stine

* The Hardy Boys by Franklin W. Dixon

* Harry Potter by J. K. Rowling

* Marvin Redpost series Louis Sachar

» Nancy Drew Mysteries by Carolyn Keene

* A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket
* The Stories that Julian Tells by Ann Cameron

Enjoy!
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American Girl (ages 8-11)
Appleseeds (ages 8-11)

Boy’s Life (ages 11 and up)
Cobblestone (ages 9-14)
Cousteau Kids (ages 8-12)
Cricket (ages 9-14)

Faces (ages 9-14)

Hopscotch for Girls (ages 6-12)
Humpty Dumpty (ages 4-6)
National Geographic World/Kids (ages 6-14)
New Moon (for girls ages 8-14)
Ranger Rick (ages 6-12)

Sports Illustrated for Kids (ages 8 & up)
Your Big Backyard (ages 3-7)
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Since Juan Gonzalez walked onto the playing field, 6. “When Juan was growing up, his father was a math

baseball has never been the same. Read the story to teacher. When Juan was thirteen years old, the

learn more about this outfielder for the Texas Rangers. family was able to move to a safer neighborhood.
Juan began to play baseball. His coach once asked
his parents, "What do you feed this kid? He hit
three mammoth home runs today. It was
incredible!” Everyone was beginning to realize
what a great baseball player Juan was.

7. Juan was only sixteen years old when he was
offered a baseball contract. A Rangers scout came
to his home. Juan and his parents talked. They
decided to sign the contract.

H I
Puerto Rico’s Juan Gonzalez 8. Most people can’t believe that Juan still lives at
home. His father added a second floor to the
Meet Juan Gonzalez. Juan grew up in Puerto Rico. house. Juan lives there with his wife and son, but
In fact, he still lives there. He also plays baseball only when he's not playing baseball.
for the Texas Rangers.

9. From the balcony of his home, Juan can see his old

. The Rangers are a tough team to beat. Other barrio. He goes back there often to visit. Juan is
teams find it hard to play against them. “There's concerned about the people who live there. He
no pitching around these guys,” a Royals pitcher cares especially about the children. He goes into
once said. “No way at all.” the schools to speak. He works out in the gym.

. A Rangers outfielder, Juan Gonzalez is shy. He 10. Wherever Juan goes in Puerto Rico, crowds of
does not speak much. His first language is people follow him.- They think of him as their hero.
Spanish. He is not comfortable speaking English. Juan is touched by their support. Once, three
"I let my bat talk for me now, Gonzalez says. thousand people were waiting to greet him. “I

remember that I cried,” says Gonzalez.
He certainly does. During his first season with the
Rangers, he hit twenty-seven home runs. During 11. Many good baseball players come from Puerto
his second season, he hit forty-three home runs! It Rico. But Juan Gonzalez just might be the best.
wasn't long before he became the home-run Right now Juan has lots of choices. Juan cold
champion of the major leagues. move to the United States and play baseball with
the Rangers.

. Juan is known all over the world. But he is best
known and loved at home in Puerto Rico. Puerto 12. But Juan’s dream is to help the people of Puerto
Rico is an island south of Florida. Juan spent his Rico prosper. He wants their lives to be good.
childhood in the barrio of a town called Vega Baja. Someday he will finish his baseball career. Then
It was — and still is — a poor and dangerous Juan wants to be a social worker. He thinks this is
neighborhood. the best way he can help his people.

13. “When my playing days are over, I will be focused
on serving the people of Puerto Rico,” says
Gonzalez. He considers this his duty. It's his way
of giving back to the people who have given him so
much support.

GO ON
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Puerto Rico’s Juan Gonzalez

(A5 Context Clue)
1. The word prosper in paragraph 12 means:
A. become strong
B. become healthy
C. become good fans
D. come to the U.S.

(D2 Evaluate the Work)

2. If the author added another sentence to the end of paragraph 13, which of these sentences would
BEST fit?

A. Juan Gonzalez will continue to entertain the baseball world with his grest skills.

B. Juan would go on to set the record for the most home runs in a single season.

C. Itis no wonder that Juan is considered a great hero in his home country of Puerto Rico.
D. Juan Gonzalez will be known as the best baseball player ever.

(D1 Author’s Craft)

3. The author chose the words “/incredible’ and “mammotH” in paragraph 6 for a special effect. He wanted
to:

A. show Juan’s hitting ability

B. show Juan’s desire to compete
C. show Juan’s love for baseball
D. show Juan’s team spirit

GO ON
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(D2 Evaluate the Work)

4. Did the author give enough information to show that Juan Gonzalez prefers living in Puerto Rico to living
in the United States? Use at least two details form the story to support your answer.

(A3 Summary)
5. What important facts about Juan Gonzalez have you learned? Use information from the passage to help
you answer the question.

GO ON
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For a long time, people thought that the sky was only a
place for birds to fly. Read he story to find out how
Wilbur and Orville Wright proved people wrong when
they flew the first airplane ever.

And Away We Go!

1. On December 17, 1903, at Kitty Hawk, North
Carolina. Wilbur and Orville Wright successfully flew
their flying machine. Johnny Moore and his friends
witnessed the actual event.

2. Johnny Moore couldn’t believe his luck. His father
did not need him on the fishing boat that day. The
sixteen-year-old could do whatever he wanted. And
more than anything, Johnny wanted to watch the
two men from Ohio work on their flying machine.

3. Johnny ate a hasty breakfast. Then he raced over
the sand dunes to Kill Devil Hill. He wasn’t
disappointed. The flag was waving over Orville and
Wilbur Wright's camp. That meant that today,
December 17, 1903, the Wright brothers would try
to put the machine in the air. Four other men had
already gathered on the narrow strip of sand. They
were from the lifesaving station at Kitty Hawk. The
Wrights had tried to fly their machine other times.
Bad weather and last-minute mechanical problems
had kept the machine on the ground.

4. “The weather doesn't look perfect,” Johnny said to
one of the men. He shivered in the frigid air.

5. “There’s a bone-chilling wind. And it’s cloudy,” the
man answered.

6. "Do you think they’ll really fly it?” Johnny asked.

7. “Ithink they'll try. But I don't believe for a moment
that it will go up,” the man said.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

“Most likely it will turn over and put its nose in the
sand,” another man joined in.

“Better sand than trees,” the fourth man said. “Kitty
Hawk is the perfect place — protected from the
wind, no trees, and plenty of firmly packed sand to
soften a crash landing.”

Now, everyone watched as the Wrights put down
tracks made of long wooden boards. They checked
the wire wings. They made sure there were no
holes in the cloth that covered the wire wings. They
tested the engine one last time. The Wrights had
built this engine themselves, as they had built every
part of their flying machine. The engine was
powerful but it didn’t weigh much.

Orville and Wilbur stood before the wooden
machine. They tossed a coin. Johnny couldn’t see
whether it landed “heads or tails” side up. But
Orville won the toss. He climbed onto the lower
wing. He grabbed the controls. Wilbur let go of the
tail. The machine began to move slowly along the
track. Then it moved faster and faster. It reached
the end of the track. The machine lifted up and into
the air. It headed straight into a 21-mile-an-hour
wind. The machine rose 10 feet above the ground.
It traveled 10 feet before sitting down gently on the
sand.

Johnny ripped off his hat and threw it in the air.

“Well, what do you know!” one of the men said.
The men were astounded by what they had just
witnessed.

The flight had lasted only 12 seconds. But a man in
a machine that weighed more than air had flown.
Johnny and the other men watched as Wilbur took a
turn. He flew 175 feet. Orville took another turn.
Then Wilbur flew again. On that last flight, Wilbur
flew 850 feet in 59 seconds.

At the end of the day, all five observers rushed up
to the Wrights to shake their hands. These men
were among the very few to see the new flying
machine. The Wrights told the newspapers about
their flight. But few printed the story. The papers
that did report the event printed wrong information.
And hardly anybody believed what they read about
the Wrights' “flying.”

GO ON
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And Away We Go!

(D1 Author’s Craft)
6. Which sentence from the story shows that the Wrights’ first flight was an amazing event?

“And more than anything, Johnny wanted to watch the two men from Ohio work on their

A flying machines.”

B. “The engine was powerful but it didn't weigh much.”

C. At the end of the day, all five observers rushed up to the Wrights to shake their hands.”

D. “The papers that did report the event printed wrong information.”

(D2 Evaluate the Work)
7. If the author added another sentence to the end of the article, which would BEST fit?

A. The Wright brothers proved that people could really fly in a machine.

B. The Wright brothers made a great deal of money from their flying machine.

The newspaper reporters should have believed the information given to them about the
Wright brothers.

D. Johnny was not able to watch any more of the Wright brothers’ flights.

(A5 Context Clue)
8. In paragraph 13 the word astounded means:

A. angry

B. amazed

C. frightened
D. disturbed

GO ON
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(D2 Evaluate the Work)
9. Write an imaginary page from Johnny’s journal after he witnessed the events of December 17, 1903.

(A3 Summary)
10. Write a brief summary of the article.
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Fry Instant Words are high-frequency words occurring in reading. By practicing reading these phrases
containing these words, students can improve skills in both speed and accuracy. There are approximately 150
words on each page. An acceptable fluency level would be for the student to read each page (two columns) in
one minute. An untimed pre-test should be given to make sure students can read the phrases correctly before

emphasizing fluency.

Group 1 Group 2

1. the little boy 1. heisit

2. a good boy 2. lcan go

3. is about me 3. they are here
4. then you give 4. one by one

5. was to come 5. good and wet
6. old and new 6. came with me
7. what we know 7. about a dog

8. that old man 8. had a hat

9. in and out 9. if you come

10. not up here

10. some good candy

11. good for you

11. up and down

12. down at work

12. her green hat

13. with his cat

13. say and do

14. it was new

14. when they come

15. work on it

15. so I went

16. can come here

16. my little house

17. they will go

17.very good girl

18. are so long

18. all around

19. three of them

19. would you like

20, before this one

20. any good book

21. your little boy

21. have you been

22. as long as

22. we are out

23. but not me

23. here and there

24. be here again

24. from my mother

25. have been good

25. anice day
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Group 3 Group 4

|

1 to go home 1. whoamlI

2. seethedog 2. anold cat

3. then they went 3. 1in their car

"4. look at us 4. she had some

‘ 5. yes and po 5. anew school

6. play with him 6. he said it

7. by the house 7. did not go

| 8. he was going 8. a good boy
9. come to me 9. three little dogs
10. get the cat 10. up and down
11. in or out 11. go to work
12. one, two, three 12. put it out
13. to the man 13. we were there
14. a little dog 14. before you go
15. he has it 15. just one day

| 16. sit by them 16. about this long

17 how do you 17. hereit is

| 18. like the book 18. get the other
19. in our car 19. our old car
20. what do you 20. then take it
21. do you know 21. cat has been
22. make a book 22. again and again
23. which one is 23. would give him
24. this much is 24. day after day
25. about his frog 25. many of them
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Level 2
Group 5 Group 6
1. saw a cat 1. such a big box
2. at home again 2. where it was
3. assoonas 3. Tam not
4. stand on the 4. a great ball
5. inthe box 5. yesterday morning
6. upon a time 6. liveina
7. the first one 7. four of them
8. came up to 8. atlasta
9. atall girl 9. color the box
10. abig house 10. putting away her
11. find a rock 11. tall red hat
12. because it was 12. friend of the
13. made me mad 13. to look pretty
14. could I go 14. much to eat
15. in the book 15. want to say
16. look at that 16. one year old
17. is my mother 17. the white pine
18. run out of 18. got acup
19. at school today 19. wanted to play
20. with the people 20. found his dog
21. all last night 21. that was left
22. into my room 22. bring her home
23. began to say 23. men were there
24, 1 think that 24, as you wish
25. on the back 25. red and black
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Group 7 Group 8

1. may come to 1. dogran fast

2. heletus 2. five blue alls
3. was to use 3. read very well
4. these big chairs 4. over the hill

5. turn right at 5. such a treat

6. who were present 6. onthe way

7. we should leave 7. eat too much
8. her left hand 8. shall sing for
9. more people can 9. my own bed
10. why not make 10. most of all

11. be done better 11. sure am happy
12. it was under 12. saw a thing
13. while the rain 13. only for fun
14. should we do 14. near the dog
15. never would come 15. older than me
16. two books each 16. in the open
17. was the best 17. kind and good
18. at another time 18. must go now
19. it would seem 19. high in the
20, the pretty tree 20. far and near
21. was her name 21. both of you
22. verydearto 22. end of the

23. the tall oak 23. would go also
24, next to the 24. until we see
25. please come to 25. call me so
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Level 3
Group 9 Group 10
1. go ask her 1. the black hat
2. asmall free 2. inhis ear
3. ayellow box 3. write a letter
4. you may show 4. totryit
5. Mother goes home 5. as for myself
6. please clean this 6. can no longer
7. buy a present 7. those were clean
8. say thank you 8. hold on tight
9. they will sleep 9. full of water
10. open the letter 10. please carry it
11. jump the wall 11. eight little ducks
12. by my self 12. would you sing
13. go fly high 13. food was warm
14. please don’t run 14. sit on the
15. a fast race 15. the black dog
16. acold day 16. can you ride
17, must call today 17. hot and cold
18. does come back 18. grow the seed
19. apretty face 19. dono cut
20. little green box 20. seven people came
21. for everyone 21. the pretty woman
22. 1like brown 22. the funny monkey
23. your red coat 23. yesitis
24. six people ran 24. as he ate
25. gave a present 25. stop your car





