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Strategies for ELs in Mainstream Classes

Scaffolding

Differentiation 

Modify assignments and assessments

Understand the Stages of Language Acquisition (e.g., the “Silent Period”)

Value cultural and linguistic diversity

Create a language-rich environment

Speak clearly and naturally (not too quickly/slowly)

Simplify language and avoid slang and idiomatic expressions

Encourage students to ask for help
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Scaffolding and Differentiating

Use visual aids (e.g., Graphic organizers, charts, pictures, and realia/objects)

Use Total Physical Response (TPR)

Model/Demonstrate (Verbalize thinking process, think aloud)

Describe concept in multiple ways 

 Connect to prior/background knowledge

 Break the task (e.g., Mini-lessons)
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Instructional Tips

 Read aloud directions and test questions (Rephrase when appropriate)

 Provide word bank with visuals

 Provide sentence stems or writing frames

Underline/highlight text (Teachers preview the materials):

• Key terms

• Concepts

• Main ideas and details

• Summaries
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Modify Assignments/Assessments

 Simplifying Assignments/Assessments

• Provide only 3 choices for multiple choice questions

• Adapt the number of items to be completed (e.g., Spelling List - 5 of 10 words)

• Accept alternative responses (e.g., oral, illustration, short sentences)

• Modify scoring rubric
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Grouping

 Encourage cooperative learning

 Prefer diverse academic abilities to support content/language learning

 Provide opportunities to interact (e.g., Paired Reading, Turn-and-Talk, Stop-Think-Share)
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Newcomers

 Buddy System

 Student creates personal dictionary (e.g., illustration, translation)

 Teaching aids (e.g., charts, technology, online dictionary/translator)

 Columbus School Website

 Hsieh School website
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Stage Characteristics

Approximate 

Time Frame Teacher Prompts

Preproduction

-Has minimal comprehension.

-Does not verbalize.

-Nods "Yes" and "No."

-Draws and points.

0-6 months

-Show me …

-Circle the …

-Where is …?

-Who has …?

Early Production

-Has limited comprehension

-Produces one- or two-word responses.

-Uses key words and familiar phrases.

-Uses present-tense verbs.

6 months - 1 year

-Yes/no questions

-Either/or questions

-Who …?

-What …?

-How many …?

Speech Emergence

-Has good comprehension.

-Can produce simple sentences.

-Makes grammar and pronunciation errors.

-Frequently misunderstands jokes.

1-3 years

-Why …?

-How …?

-Explain …

-Questions requiring phrase or 

short-sentence answers

Intermediate Fluency
-Has excellent comprehension.

-Makes few grammatical errors.
3-5 years

-What would happen if …?

-Why do you think …?

-Questions requiring more than a 

sentence response

Advanced Fluency has a near-native level of speech. 5-7 years
-Decide if …

-Retell …

Chapter 2. The Stages of Second Language Acquisition
Classroom Instruction That Works with English Language Learners Facilitator's Guide
by Jane D. Hill and Cynthia L. Björk

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108052/chapters/The-Stages-of-Second-
Language-Acquisition.aspx
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